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When I lost my lovely Hanoverian mare, leaving me with a barely
2 day old foal to care for, in the middle of the night (en't that
always the way it goes?), I was not prepared. Luckily my foal had
received that precious first colosirum from his mom, and his IgG
level for fine, so at least that was not a worry. T only had the basic
*human’ baby botile and nipple in my foaling kif, 5o that is what
we started with. 1 also had no mill replacer, but did have a recipe
for making a short term substitute from common (available in the
middle of the night) ingredients. (See recipe below) I began with
the milk at body temperature, but within a couple of days, had him
drinking it at room temperature, and by the end of the week, as
cold as it came from the fancet (pretty cold)
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Cooler & caring for Orphan Foa

Foaling season brings alot of joy, but unfortunately also brings sadness. When
that sadness is the loss of a wonderful mare, leaving the breeder with a new
foal to care for, it can be an overwhelming task. Most information on feeding
orphan foals will tell you they need to be fed every 3 to 4 hours, around the
clock, but realify s they wil murse much more often than that in a naural

setting. They will mirse every time they wake up - sometimes as often as every
30 minntes. The closer you get them to what is nafural for them, the less siress
they will have, and the healthier they will be.

o

Very quickly, the baby bottle became too small for the needed
mels, so it was replaced by a 20 oz coke bottle. The
goatsflambs nipple fis perfectly over the end. Stl, the schedule
of feeding every 3 to 4 hours, around the clock was exhausting.
T remembered secing a web page about a miniature donkey
breeder that used an igloo cooler for an orphan, so went in
search of information. Some friends on The Chronicle of the
Horse Forum used their skill to quickly find me the page
1t was a lfesaver] THANKS

& Katel My husband went in search of the parts, and easiy
put it together for me. It worked like a charm! (Tnstructions
hel
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Buckeye Feeds makes a milk replacer that stays good for 12+ hours, so you only
have to fillit 2 - 3 times a day. We used the frozen lunch box packs to floatin the
mill. ot only would they help to keep the milk fresher in very hot temps, but would
setle into the bottom and il the space below the spout, so less was wasted at the
bottom. I found that if T mixed the mill with just a bit more water than the normal
seplacer recipe called for, i kept the foal from straining so much to pass manure. In
the hot summer months, it mads me feel a bit better too about keeping him hydrated.

1t was very easy to move from place to
place, and to bring in for cleaning and
refillng. We continued to allow the foal
to *murse" for about 4 112 months, just
watering the milk down more later as he
began to eat the milk pellets.

and sending your fiiends home early

Dore

1felt that is was very important for im to learn to be a horse, not a person, 5o as soon
as he was stable, T moved him to a stall as far from the "people” activity as possible. 1
used a stall that was adjoining another with spaced boards above about 3' and put my
oldest fily (2 months) and her mom in the next stall. The flly was totally fascinated with
him, and they could touch noses and bond. I began to turn him out with them in a large
area, and the 2 foals developed a wonderful relationship. My "itle mother” followed
him everywherel

By the time "Freckles’ was amonth old, he
was totally bonded to Aruba, and I was able
to put them into the herd of now 5 mares and
6 foals. He did incredibly well, even though
he was the youngest, occasionally picked on
by the oldest colr, but just learmed to circle the
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R Was e JOUnZEST, OCCasIonaLy pICKed off
group untl the big guy got tired and bored.
and then back to normal He would cross the large field to return to the

igloo cooler when he got hungry, with his "litle
mom" following along,

Freckles and s “mom" Arvba - what
a great mom she was

Inducing Lactation in an Open Mare and Adoption of an Orphan Foal
by Peter Dasls, DVM, PhD Diplomate ACT, Diplomate ECAR

Emergency Recipe for Igloo Cooler parts, assembly, and use
Replacement Milk

1 (or 2 for a spare) 1172 gallon Igloo cooler

2" or 4" PVC screw on pipe (from plumbing supply -Horme Depot , Lowe's, etc)
this pipe s slightly smaller where it screws into the cooler. Take the cooler
and nipple with you to make sure you get the right part

Goat's flamb's nipples (one for each week of expected use)

Rubber stretchy (about 18" with snaps on each end

Several double end snaps, screw eyes, and a short rope
e buttermilk is for the live cultures Wire whisk for mixing

he foal needs; the evaporated rmilk adds 4 srmall lunchbox freezer packs
he necessary exra milk solids, and
he com syrup adds the needed sugars

(Dont use haney forthe needed sugars The spout on the cooler just unscrews to remove from the plastic nut on the
s honey contains botulism spores)

inside, and the pyc pipe screws right into the threads on the cooler, with the
plastic nut securing it on the inside. The larbs nipple fits perfectly over the
end. We had it about 3/4" onto the end of the pipe. It is a tight fit, and did not
corme off, but sorme people may feel better i it is clamped. | opened up the
"¢ o the ninnle.slinbtl b dont want i ton hin.of

1 gallon homogenized rmilk
1 cup buttermilk

1 can evaporated milk

112 cup com syrup

Warm to body temperature
99 degrees F)
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Emergency Recipe for
Replacement Milk

1 gallon homogenized rmilk
1 cup buttermilk

1 can evaporated milk

112 cup com syrup

e buttermilk is for the live cultures
he foal needs; the evaporated rmilk adds
he necessary exra milk solids, and

he com syrup adds the needed sugars

(Don't use honey for the needed sugars
s honey contains botulism spores)

Warm to body temperature
99 degrees F)

Igloo Cooler parts, assembly, and use

1 (or 2 for a spare) 1172 gallon Igloo cooler
2" or 4" PVC screw on pipe (from plumbing supply -Horme Depot , Lowe's, etc)
this pipe s slightly smaller where it screws into the cooler. Take the cooler
and nipple with you to make sure you get the right part

Goat's flamb's nipples (one for each week of expected use)

Rubber stretchy (about 18" with snaps on each end

Several double end snaps, screw eyes, and a short rope

Wire whisk for mixing

4 srmall lunchbox freezer packs

The spout on the cooler just unscrews to remove from the plastic nut on the
inside, and the pyc pipe screws right into the threads on the cooler, with the
plastic nut securing it on the inside. The larbs nipple fits perfectly over the
end. We had it about 3/4" onto the end of the pipe. It is a tight fit, and did not
corme off, but sorme people may feel better i it is clamped. | opened up the
"x" on the nipple slightly in each direction. You dont want it too big of a split
as the milk will drip. You can test the flow of the nipple yourself before putting
it on the cooler. The nipple fit tight enough that we had to use pliers to install it
far enough on the pipe. They are pretty tough, but will tear, 50 best to have
lots of spares.

We placed a screw eye in the wall, and posts where we wanted to hang the
cooler. The spout needs to be at a normal nursing height, or lower to avoid
aspirating

We also put 2 screw eyes in the wall to attach the rubber stretchy around the
"waist" of the cooler. This kept is stable, and also discouraged the foals from
playing with, and damaging it

page created with Easy Desianer





Igloo Cooler & caring for Orphan Foals
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Foaling season brings a lot of joy, but unfortunately also brings sadness.  When that sadness is the loss of a wonderful mare, leaving the breeder with a new foal to care for, it can be an overwhelming task.  Most information on feeding orphan foals will tell you they need to be fed every 3 to 4 hours, around the clock, but reality is they will nurse much more often than that in a natural setting.  They will nurse every time they wake up - sometimes as often as every 30 minutes.  The closer you get them to what is natural for them, the less stress they will have, and the healthier they will be.

When I lost my lovely Hanoverian mare, leaving me with a barely 2 day old foal to care for, in the middle of the night (isn't that always the way it goes?), I was not prepared.  Luckily my foal had received that precious first colostrum from his mom, and his IgG level for fine, so at least that was not a worry.  I only had the basic "human" baby bottle and nipple in my foaling kit, so that is what we started with.  I also had no milk replacer, but did have a recipe for making a short term substitute from common (available in the middle of the night) ingredients.  (See recipe below)  I began with the milk at body temperature, but within a couple of days, had him drinking it at room temperature, and by the end of the week, as cold as it came from the faucet (pretty cold)
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Very quickly, the baby bottle became too small for the needed meals, so it was replaced by a 20 oz coke bottle.  The goats/lambs nipple fits perfectly over the end.  Still, the schedule of feeding every 3 to 4 hours, around the clock was exhausting.  I remembered seeing a web page about a miniature donkey breeder that used an igloo cooler for an orphan, so went in search of information.  Some friends on The Chronicle of the Horse Forum used their skills to quickly find me the page.  Short

 HYPERLINK "http://www.shortassets.com/igloo.htm" \t "_top"  ASSetts Ranch.  It was a lifesaver!  THANKS Mary Lou & Kate! My husband went in search of the parts, and easily put it together for me. It worked like a charm!  (Instructions below)
[image: image7.jpg]



Buckeye Feeds makes a milk replacer that stays good for 12+ hours, so you only have to fill it 2 - 3 times a day.  We used the frozen lunch box packs to float in the milk.  Not only would they help to keep the milk fresher in very hot temps, but would settle into the bottom and fill the space below the spout, so less was wasted at the bottom.  I found that if I mixed the milk with just a bit more water than the normal replacer recipe called for, it kept the foal from straining so much to pass manure.  In the hot summer months, it made me feel a bit better too about keeping him hydrated.
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It was very easy to move from place to place, and to bring in for cleaning and refilling.  We continued to allow the foal to "nurse" for about 4 1/2 months, just watering the milk down more later as he began to eat the milk pellets.
I felt that is was very important for him to learn to be a horse, not a person, so as soon as he was stable, I moved him to a stall as far from the "people" activity as possible.  I used a stall that was adjoining another with spaced boards above about 3' and put my oldest filly (2 months) and her mom in the next stall.  The filly was totally fascinated with him, and they could touch noses and bond.  I began to turn him out with them in a large area, and the 2 foals developed a wonderful relationship.  My "little mother" followed him everywhere!
"Mom" was even good at a little discipline.
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and sending your friends home early
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and then back to normal
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By the time "Freckles" was a month old, he was totally bonded to Aruba, and I was able to put them into the herd of now 5 mares and 6 foals.  He did incredibly well, even though he was the youngest, occasionally picked on by the oldest colt, but just learned to circle the group until the big guy got tired and bored.  He would cross the large field to return to the igloo cooler when he got hungry, with his "little mom" following along.
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Freckles and his "mom" Aruba - what a great mom she was.

Inducing Lactation in an Open Mare and Adoption of an Orphan Foal 
by Peter Daels, DVM, PhD  Diplomate ACT, Diplomate ECAR

Emergency Recipe for Replacement Milk
1 gallon homogenized milk 
1 cup buttermilk
1 can evaporated milk
1/2 cup corn syrup   
The buttermilk is for the live cultures the foal needs; the evaporated milk adds the necessary extra milk solids, and the corn syrup adds the needed sugars.  (Don't use honey for the needed sugars as honey contains botulism spores).
Warm to body temperature
 (99 degrees F)
Igloo Cooler parts, assembly, and use
1 (or 2 for a spare) 1 1/2 gallon Igloo cooler                         
2" or 4" PVC screw on pipe (from plumbing supply -Home Depot , Lowe's, etc)
this pipe is slightly smaller where it screws into the cooler.  Take the cooler and nipple with you to make sure you get the right part.
Goat's /lamb's nipples (one for each week of expected use)                
Rubber stretchy (about 18") with snaps on each end
Several double end snaps, screw eyes, and a short rope
Wire whisk for mixing
4 small lunchbox freezer packs   
The spout on the cooler just unscrews to remove from the plastic nut on the inside, and the pvc pipe screws right into the threads on the cooler, with the plastic nut securing it on the inside.  The lambs nipple fits perfectly over the end.  We had it about 3/4" onto the end of the pipe.  It is a tight fit, and did not come off, but some people may feel better if it is clamped.   I opened up the "x" on the nipple slightly in each direction.  You don't want it too big of a split as the milk will drip.  You can test the flow of the nipple yourself before putting it on the cooler.  The nipple fit tight enough that we had to use pliers to install it far enough on the pipe.  They are pretty tough, but will tear, so best to have lots of spares.
We placed a screw eye in the wall, and posts where we wanted to hang the cooler.  The spout needs to be at a normal nursing height, or lower to avoid aspirating.
We also put 2 screw eyes in the wall to attach the rubber stretchy around the "waist" of the cooler.  This kept is stable, and also discouraged the foals from playing with, and damaging it.
